EDGAR ALLAN fOJS.
Poem,"1 and introduced by the well-known preface: —
« To the few who love me and whom I love — to those who feel rather than to those who think — to the dreamers and those who put faith in dreams as in the only realities — I offer this Book of Truths, not in its character of Truth-Teller, but for the Beauty that abounds in its Truth; constituting it true. To them I present the composition as an Art-Product alone : • — let us say as a Romance ; or, if I be not urging too lofty a claim, as a Poem.
" What I here propound is true : — therefore it cannot die ; — or if by any means it be now trodden down BO that it die, it will ( rise again to the Life Everlasting.' Nevertheless it is as a Poem only that I wish this work to be judged after I am dead."
It is obviously impossible to grant Poe's request. He has written a physical explanation of the universe and based it on metaphysical principles ; he has declared it a true account, and he must stand by his words. Moreover, the speculative activity of Poe's mind grew out of its analytical activity ; the metaphysical essays virtually begin wlien the ratiocinative tales end, in 1845, and thus in the history of Foe's mental development, " Eureka," the principal work of his last years, necessarily occupies • an important place. The earliest indication that pooh, topics occupied his mind occurs in the review
A Prose Poem.   % Edgnr A. Foe.   Now Yorki 'Giio, P, Putnam,   1848 : pp. 143.y 8, in response to thesey
